
What’s New 2018
Virginia’s Sentencing Guidelines



• Policy change for Probation Violations sentenced at the same 
time with a new felony offense.

Effective July 1, 2018
Changes to Virginia’s Sentencing Guidelines*

*Detailed information on each change follows this summary slide.

1

• Legislative change for larceny related crimes committed                 
July 1, 2018 or after.3

4• Three new offenses are covered by guidelines for any defendant 
sentenced on or after July 1, 2018.

5• Revised scores on the Kidnapping and Burglary Worksheets.

2• SWIFT!



• Policy Change for Probation Violations sentenced 
at the same time with a new felony offense.1



Probation Violations will no longer be scored as additional offenses when 
sentenced at the same time with a felony guidelines offense.  Cases may be 
sentenced in the same event, but the guidelines will reflect the recommendation 
for the new offense(s) and there will be no recommendation for the probation 
violation.  The court must receive both the sentencing guidelines for the new 
felony offense and the sentencing revocation report. Both forms must be 
submitted to the Sentencing Commission.

Policy Change 



SWIFT! \
The New Generation of Sentencing Guidelines Worksheets 2



Beginning July 1, 2018, 
the Official Guidelines must be completed using SWIFT!

• The Sentencing Worksheet Interactive File 
Transfer (SWIFT!) is a web-based application 
designed for automating the sentencing 
guidelines.  The application will allow users to 
complete the guidelines forms online, give 
users the ability to save guidelines 
information and recall it later.  In the future, 
SWIFT! will provide a way for users to submit 
the guidelines to the court electronically, and 
permit the Clerk’s to send the guidelines 
forms  to the Commission in electronic 
format.  

• Obtain your free and private account by 
sending an email to SWIFT@vcsc.virginia.gov

• Include your name, email address, bar 
number and the name of your primary court.

Note: Paper copies, pdf versions and mobile editions of the worksheets will be available for emergency use.  

mailto:SWIFT@vcsc.virginia.gov


• Legislative change for larceny related crimes 
committed July 1, 2018 or after.3



• Effective for crimes committed July 1, 2018 and after, the 
threshold for Grand Larceny increases from $200 to $500.

• The immediate impact on sentencing guidelines factors is that 
prior record factors are based on Virginia’s current penalty 
structure.  

• When preparers are unsure if the prior felony offense involved 
$500 or more in property loss or damage, the prior conviction 
must be scored as a misdemeanor.  

• The amount of restitution ordered or another measure authorized 
by the court may be  used to determine if a prior felony was for 
property loss or damage of $500 or more.

Legislative Change: 
Change to Threshold for Grand Larceny



Three new offenses are covered by guidelines for any 
defendant sentenced on or after July 1, 20184



Three New Guidelines Offenses

 Users will find the following offenses on the worksheets for 
offenders sentenced on or after July 1, 2018.

1. Unlawful Discharge of a Firearm/Missile in/at an Occupied Building 
has been added to the Weapon/Firearm worksheet.

2. Providing a Wireless Device to a Prisoner has been added to the 
Miscellaneous/Other worksheet.

3. Possession of a Wireless Device by a Prisoner has been added to the 
Miscellaneous/Other worksheet.

For Offenders Sentenced on July 1, 2018 and After



Three New Guidelines Offenses

 Users will find the following offenses on the worksheets for 
offenders sentenced on or after July 1, 2018.

1. Unlawful Discharge of a Firearm/Missile in/at an Occupied Building 
has been added to the Weapon/Firearm worksheet.
- § 18.2-279
- WPN-5242-F6

For Offenders Sentenced on July 1, 2018 and After



New Offense
Unlawfully Discharge 

Firearm, etc., in/at an 
Occupied Building

If the primary offense is Unlawfully 
Discharge Firearm in/at Occupied 

Dwelling, score these factors in the 
left column.



New Offense
Unlawfully Discharge 

Firearm, etc., in/at an 
Occupied Building



Three New Guidelines Offenses

 Users will find the following offenses on the worksheets for 
offenders sentenced on or after July 1, 2018.

2. Providing a Wireless Device to a Prisoner has been added to the 
Miscellaneous/Other worksheet.
- § 18.2-431.1(A)
- TEL-3196-F6

3. Possession of a Wireless Device by a Prisoner has been added to the 
Miscellaneous/Other worksheet.
- § 18.2-431.1(B)
- TEL-3197-F6

For Offenders Sentenced on July 1, 2018 and After



Two New Offenses
Provide Wireless Device to Prisoner  
and Possession of Cell Phone by a 
Prisoner 

If the primary offense is Provide 
Wireless Device to Prisoner or 
Possession of Cell Phone by 

Prisoner, score these factors in 
the left column.



Two New Offenses
Provide Wireless Device to Prisoner  
and Possession of Cell Phone by a 
Prisoner 

If the primary offense is Provide 
Wireless Device to Prisoner or 
Possession of Cell Phone by 
Prisoner, score these factors.



Two New Offenses
Provide Wireless Device to Prisoner  and 
Possession of Cell Phone by a Prisoner 



• Revised scores on the Kidnapping and Burglary 
Worksheets.

• - Kidnapping Worksheet5



Revised Scores On 
Section C

Increased number of 
points for the primary 
offense of Abduction 
with Intent to Defile



• Revised scores on the Kidnapping and Burglary 
Worksheets.

• - Burglary/Dwelling 
• & Burglary/Other Worksheets

•

5



Revised scores on 
Section A 

On Section C of both 
the Burglary/Dwelling 
and Burglary/Other 
worksheets the scores 
have been modified 
for the Type of 
Additional Offense 
Factor.
● Assign 140 points if 
there is an additional 
offense of Murder with 
a statutory maximum 
of 40 years of more.
● Assign 74 points if 
there is an additional 
offense of Murder with 
a statutory maximum 
of 20 years or less.



Additional Information



Visit the Commission’s mobile site by 
texting VCSC to 56512.

• Learn about the 2018 changes
• Register for seminars
• Review Virginia Crime Codes by statute or topic
• Quick reference to common rules 
• Register for limited text alerts on changes
• Obtain a SWIFT! Account
• View or download worksheets
• Access to the mobile guidelines manual and ranges

Go to http://bycell.co/cgac or mobile.vcsc.virginia.gov
on your mobile device

Or dial 804-200-4941 on your mobile phone 
to receive a text message and click on the link

Message & Data Rates May Apply. You can unsubscribe at any time by texting STOP to 56512. 
Text HELP to 56512 for help or contact VCSC at 804.225.4398.

http://bycell.co/cgac


Information
 Contact staff of the Commission by phone from 7:30AM to 

5:00PM (Monday – Friday)  804.225.4398

 Contact staff of the Commission by text at 804.393-9588

 Contact Staff by Email.  Email addresses are posted on the 
Commission’s website:  www.vcsc.virginia.gov.

 Manuals, VCC Books and updates will be shipped in late June.
 An order form for the 21st edition of Virginia’s Sentencing 

Guidelines Manual is available on the Commission’s websites.

 Judges, Commonwealth’s Attorneys, Public Defenders and 
Probation Officers will automatically be shipped updates based              
on the number requested last year.

http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/


2018 Seminars 
Registration Form is Available on the Commission’s Websites 

or register using the mobile website

Mobile Website Link
Main Website Link

http://bycell.co/cgac
http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/


100 North Ninth Street
Richmond, VA 23219

Supreme Court Building
5th Floor

Phone: 804.225.4398
Text: 804.393.9588

Virginia Criminal 
Sentencing Commission

www.vcsc.virginia.gov
mobile.vcsc.virginia.gov
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