
What’s New 2016 
Virginia’s Sentencing Guidelines 



• Two new offenses are covered by guidelines for any defendant 
sentenced on or after July 1, 2016. 

Effective July 1, 2016 
Changes to Virginia’s Sentencing Guidelines* 

*Detailed information on each offense follows this summary slide. 

1 

• Revised scores on Section C of the Murder Worksheet. 
 
 

3 

4 • New factor and revised scores on the Other Sexual Assault 
Worksheet. 
 
 
 5 • Revised scores on the Other Sexual Assault/Obscenity Worksheet. 

6 • Sentencing Revocation Report. 
 
 

2 • Revised factor on Section A of the Larceny Worksheet. 
 
 



Two new offenses are covered by guidelines for any 
defendant sentenced on or after                                   
July 1, 2016 

 
 
 
 
 

1 



Two New Guidelines Offenses 

 Users will find the following offenses on the worksheets for 
offenders sentenced on or after July 1, 2016. 
 
1. Strangulation has been added to the Assault worksheet. 

- § 18.2-51.6 
- ASL-1347-F6 

 
2. Aggravated Sexual Battery of a Child age 13-17 by a Parent, Step-

Parent, Grandparent or Step-Grandparent has been added to the Other 
Sexual Assault worksheet. 
- § 18.2-67.3(A,3) 
- RAP-1148-F9 
 

For Offenders Sentenced on July 1, 2016 and After 



New Offense 

           Strangulation 



New Offense 

Strangulation  
 

If the primary offense is 
Strangulation, score these 
factors in the right column. 



New Offense 

Aggravated Sexual Battery of a 
Child age 13-17 by a Parent, Step-
Parent, Grandparent or Step-
Grandparent  
 



• Revised factor on Section A of the                  
Larceny Worksheet 
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Revised Factor On 
Section A 

The Amount of 
Embezzlement factor has 
been adjusted to include 
an assignment of 14 
points if the amount 
embezzled was $120,000 
or more when the 
primary offense is 
Embezzlement. 



• Revised scores on Section C of the                            
Murder Worksheet 
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Revised Factors On 
Section C 

 

Increased number of 
points for the primary 
offense of Vehicular 
Involuntary Manslaughter 

Increased number of 
points for the primary 
offense of two (2) counts 
Voluntary Manslaughter 

Increased number of 
points for an additional 
offense of: 
 Felony Hit and Run, or  
 Victim Permanently   
     Impaired DWI  

when the primary offense 
is  Vehicular Involuntary 
Manslaughter 



• New factor and revised scores on the                     
Other Sexual Assault Worksheet 
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 Revised scores on 
Section A  

Increased number of 
points assigned for 
the Primary Offense 
factor if the primary 
offense is one of the 
following: 

• Indecent Liberties 
with a child under 
age 15 

• Indecent Liberties 
with a Child by 
Custodian 

• Aggravated Sexual 
Battery, Victim age 
13 or 14 

 



 New Factor on 
Section B  

A new victim injury 
factor has been added 
to worksheet B for 
defendants with a 
primary offense of 
Indecent Liberties by 
Custodian 



• Revised scores on the Other Sexual Assault 
• Obscenity Worksheet 
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Decreased number of 
points assigned for the 
Primary Offense factor 
if the primary offense is 
Possess Child 
Pornography, First 
Offense 

 Revised scores on 
Section A  

Increased number of 
points assigned for the 
Primary Offense 
Remaining Counts 
factor if the primary 
offense at conviction is 
one of the following: 

• Possess Child 
Pornography, First 
Offense  

• Possess Child 
Pornography, 
Second/Subsequent 
Offense 



 Revised scores on 
Section C  

Decreased number of 
points assigned for 
the Primary Offense 
factor if the primary 
offense is one of the 
following: 

• Possess Child 
Pornography, First 
Offense 

• Possess Child 
Pornography, 
Second or 
Subsequent 
Offense 



• Sentencing Revocation Report (SRR). 
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• Chapter 1042 of the 
2016 Acts of the 
Assembly requires that 
the Sentencing 
Revocation Report (SRR) 
be prepared and 
presented to the court 
for any violation hearing 
conducted pursuant to 
§19.2-306 – in every 
case. 

 



The Sentencing 
Revocation Report (SRR) 
is prepared for every capias, 
show cause or revocation 
request submitted to the 
court for an offender who is 
accused of violating the 
conditions of a suspended 
sentence for a felony 
offense. 

Violation of conditions of 
probation, good behavior or 
a suspended sentence for a 

felony offense 



In cases where the offender 
has violated the conditions 
of a deferred finding, the 
Sentencing Revocation 
Report (SRR) will not be 
submitted.                             
(Example:  § 18.2-251 - 
First Offender Violation)  

In these cases, the 
sentencing guidelines 
are prepared based on the 
offense(s) for which findings 
were taken under 
advisement.   

The Exception 

Violation of conditions of a 
deferred finding 



In cases where the offender 
will be sentenced for a 
violation (i.e., probation. 
good behavior  or suspended 
sentence) with a new law 
violation in the same 
sentencing event the 
violation will always be 
scored as an additional 
offense and the new law 
violation will be the primary 
offense. 

The official preparer will 
submit: 

1. Sentencing Revocation 
Report  

 AND 

2. The sentencing 
guidelines reflecting the 
probation or suspended 
sentence violation as an 
additional offense. 

Probation Violation as an 
Additional Offense 

01     L AR 2359   F9    02 14  16 
01     PRB  4850   F9    04  01 16  
  

Burglary     B U R  2 2 1 3   F 9     07  01   14 
   

X
  

L AR  2359   F9 

Grand Larceny  
Probation Viol 
  



In instances where the 
probation violation will be 
scored as an additional 
offense on the regular 
sentencing guidelines, 
the court shall record the 
total combined sentence 
for the revocation and 
the new law violation(s) 
on the sentencing 
guidelines Final 
Disposition form.   

 

In addition, the court 
shall also record just the 
revocation sentence on 
the SRR.   
 

 

Following the entry of the final 
order, both the regular sentencing 
guidelines and the SRR shall be 
forwarded to the Sentencing 
Commission. 

“Sentencing Guidelines” 

“Probation Violation Guidelines” 



New Laws 
What’s New 2016 



New Laws 

 § 18.2-308.1:4(B)-  Possess firearm while permanent family abuse protective   
                     order in effect 

 § 16.1-253.2(B) -   Violate protective order while armed (J&DR Court) 

 § 16.1-253.2(C) -   Stalk person with protective order (J&DR Court) 

 § 18.2-60.4(B) -   Violate protective order while armed w/ deadly weapon 

 § 18.2-60.4(C) -   Stalk person with protective order 

 § 18.2-60.3(B)   -  Stalking with intent to cause fear, 2nd Offense w/in 5 years           

    

  Selected Laws Effective July 1, 2016 * 

  * Please refer to the 2016 VCC Book for a list of all criminal offenses 



Additional Information 



Visit the Commission’s new mobile site 
by texting VCSC to 56512. 
 
 
• Learn about the 2016 changes 
• Register for seminars 
• Review Virginia Crime Codes by statute or topic 
• Quick reference to common rules  
• Register for limited text alerts on changes  
• View or download worksheets 
• Access to the mobile guidelines manual and ranges 
 
 
 
  Go to http://bycell.co/cgac on your mobile device 
 
 Or dial 804-200-4941 on your mobile phone  
 to receive a text message and click on the link 
 
 
Message & Data Rates May Apply. You can unsubscribe at any time by texting STOP to 56512. 
Text HELP to 56512 for help or contact VCSC at 804.225.4398. 

http://bycell.co/cgac


Information 

 Contact staff of the Commission by phone from 7:30AM to 
5:00PM (Monday – Friday)  804.225.4398 

 

 Contact staff of the Commission by text at 804.393-9588 or 
text VCSC to 56512 for the mobile web site. 
 

 Contact Staff by Email.  Email addresses are posted on the 
Commission’s website:  www.vcsc.virginia.gov. 
 

 Sentencing Guidelines worksheets are available on the 
Commission’s website: www.vcsc.virginia.gov 
 

 Manuals, VCC Books and updates will be shipped in late June. 
 An order form for the 19th edition of Virginia’s Sentencing 

Guidelines Manual is available on the Commission’s website. 
 

 Judges, Commonwealth’s Attorneys, Public Defenders and 
Probation Officers will automatically be shipped updates based              
on the number requested last year. 

http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/
http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov/
http://www.vcsc.virginia.gov


2016 Seminars  
Registration Form is Available on the Commission’s Website 



Register Using the Mobile Site 



100 North Ninth Street 
Richmond, VA 23219 

 
Supreme Court Building 

5th Floor 

 
804-225-4398 

 

Virginia Criminal  
Sentencing Commission 

www.vcsc.virginia.gov 
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