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VA State Crime Commission 2017 Annual 
Report: Study of Pretrial Services Agencies

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Virginia Code Should be Amended

VA Code should be amended to require DCJS to 
report annually on the status of each pretrial 
services agency.

Monitor Implementation

DCJS should monitor the implementation of the 
VPRAI-R and Praxis to examine the effectiveness of 
these instruments and identify any issues, or 
unintended consequences, in their application

Identify Strengths & Weaknesses

DCJS should conduct a formal needs assessment 
of stakeholders to identify strengths and 
weaknesses of pretrial services agencies

Work With Stakeholders

DCJS should work with localities, pretrial services 
directors, and any other stakeholders to determine 
a funding formula for grant disbursements to 
pretrial services agencies.

Develop Specific Recommendations

DCJS should convene a group of stakeholders 
to develop specific recommendations to 
improve pretrial services, including the 
development of a “static risk assessment 
instrument” and strategies to conduct 
“universal assessment.”

Enhance/Replace Case Management System

DCJS should monitor the use of the case management 
system, PTCC, by pretrial services agencies to ensure 
that comprehensive definitions are developed and 
utilized, and that necessary data is entered 
consistently and uniformly.

Virginia State Crime Commission 2017 Annual Report: Pretrial Services Agencies, Executive Summary, pages 112-114



VA State Crime Commission: FY2018 
Pretrial Services Agencies Update

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

84,435 
defendants 

screened

65,084 eligible 
for pretrial 

investigation

38,752 
investigated

11,167 judicial 
placements made 

w/benefit of a 
pretrial investigation

19,151 screened out

26,332 not investigated; 
however, may still receive a 
direct judicial placement

27,585 did not receive court ordered 
pretrial supervision (no bond or are 
released without pretrial supervision)

17,568 direct placements 
by judges and magistrates 
without benefit of a 
pretrial investigation



Virginia Pretrial Services: 
Investigation Gap
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Judicial Referrals to Pretrial Supervision: 
Direct Referrals vs VPRAI-Informed
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Closing the Gap:
The Public Safety Assessment

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

• Developed using data from 750,000 cases across the country

• Tested hundreds of factors for their statistical relationship to pretrial 
outcomes

• Uses the most predictive factors from the research

• Current charge, criminal history, and age

• Not community ties and stability

• Validated on 500,000 new cases in different jurisdictions

• Does not require an interview with the person to score the assessment



Public Safety 
Assessment

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services

Virginia State Crime Commission 2017 Annual Report: Pretrial Services Agencies, Executive Summary, pages 112-114



The VPRAI 
and Public 
Safety 
Assessment 
(PSA)

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services



State Team

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services
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Early Impacts From The Pilot Sites:
Closing the Gap
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Early Impacts : Closing the Gap in 
Chesterfield & Colonial Heights

Virginia Department of Criminal Justice Services



VA Criminal Sentencing Commission: 
2023 Public Safety Assessment Validity Findings

VA Criminal Sentencing Commission, Virginia Pretrial Data Project: Findings From The 2019 and 2020 Cohorts, page 58.
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